Psychosocial aspects of pediatric rheumatic diseases.
Pediatric rheumatic diseases present psychosocial challenges for patients and their families. These include (1) adjusting and coping with disease symptoms and limitations; (2) adhering to complex and demanding medical regimens; and (3) coping with chronic pain. This article reviews recent studies on these psychosocial issues for children with pediatric rheumatic diseases. There is a paucity of empirical studies addressing these issues and a clear need for multisite collaborative studies to address the psychosocial needs of patients and families.